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What hits our mind when we first hear about the word “Village”? What 
do those who live in villages feel about it? What is the concept of a 
village for city people? 
Most importantly, how do we imagine a village? Or what is the 
academic definition of village? How does the traditional definition in 
literature or sociology reflect the present character of it? 
By engaging with these questions through my ethnographic research, 
Ranjan Saha Partha (re)evaluates the nature of rural transformation 
and argues that simple binaries to urban life are no longer viable. 
Furthermore, he examines the mechanisms through which local, 
national and multinational actors integrate rural societies into their 
expansionary frameworks, leading to disparate impacts across 
different social strata. 
 


