
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
This talk examines how India came to plant one of the world’s largest 
areas of eucalyptus between the period of about 1960-1990, a 
process which substantially involved both the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation and the World Bank and fomented various 
forms of resistance and controversy. It makes two contributions to 
international history. First, rather than looking at claims for 
sovereignty, it looks at the entanglement of international 
organizations and nation-states related to developmental aims in the 
era of decolonization. Second, it examines how international 
organizations facilitated and supported practices of environmental 
management for industrial purposes that provoked local resistance 
and led to global stocktaking. As a history of South Asia, it reorients 
the scholarly gaze away from the celebrated colonial historiography 
of forestry toward its equally important postcolonial avatar, and uses 
the banal commodity of paper — rather than the steel mill or 
hydroelectric dam — to integrate environmental extraction into the 
history of economic planning. 
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