Online Public Lecture and Discussion

06.30 - 08.00 Pm CEST \ ‘b |

TO ATTEND ONLINE VIA ZOOM, L
PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING LINK:

https://univienna.zoom.us/j/62877795110?
pwd=RmZvaVR6NEMXxZmRtWkxuOWdFZ2NnUTO09

CODE: 213042
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* Although embedded in my seminar on Palestine at the Department of Development

Studies at the University of Vienna, this event is open to the public as well.
Contact details: helmut.krieger@univie.ac.at l Q


https://univienna.zoom.us/j/62877795110?pwd=RmZvaVR6NEMxZmRtWkxuOWdFZ2NnUT09
https://univienna.zoom.us/j/62877795110?pwd=RmZvaVR6NEMxZmRtWkxuOWdFZ2NnUT09

ABSTRACT

This talk with Dr. Tom Pessah will discuss his historical analysis of
Israeli society from a sociological perspective.

Pessah argues that Zionism can fruitfully be conceptualized as a form of
settler colonialism, a product of late nineteenth-century Europe. As
such, he further argues, it has had from the beginning a structural
tendency to displace indigenous Palestinians from their land, resulting in
increasingly violent conflict with them.

In this lecture, he will reconstruct how - in his own words - “internal
fissures within the Zionist society in historic Palestine were bridged
during 1948 leading to a working consensus behind the massive
displacement of Palestinians, the resulting militarization of the nascent
Israeli society, the erosion of differences between ‘right” and ‘left” in the
past two decades, and the current genocidal moment.” He will conclude
with some suggestions of what decolonization would look like in the
Israeli context.
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TOM PESSAH

Dr. Tom Pessah is an Israeli sociologist. He received his B.A. and M.A.
at Tel Aviv University, where he also completed a degree in General
History. His Ph.D., which he completed in 2014 at the University of
California, Berkeley, focuses on internal debates regarding ethnic
cleansing within settler colonial societies. Pessah had taught on the
sociology of ethnicity and violence at the Hebrew University and Ben-
Gurion University. Furthermore, he is the former chair of the board of
Zochrot, an Israeli organization promoting awareness of the Nakba and
the right of return.
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Please note that this lecture will be recorded by the organizers. By participating,
you consent to the recording.
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